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MEMORABLEUROPEA MAINZ& RUDESHEINRHINEGORGES: KOBLENZ
THIRON A FOURVMONTHSERIES

MAINZ & RUDESCHEIM Mainz lies opposite the mouth of the Main River and suffered the loss of 4 out
every 5 buildings during World War Il. This large German wine region had been a key part of the Roman En
and later a major trade center in medieval days. Johannes Gutenberg lived here and today has a museum t

his name which demonstrates the techniques he used tppmmassd uce t he earl i est pr
cathedral, which survived destruction, was the site of crowning of seven German emperors. Mainz also bo
festival called o6Carnival é which precedes the <co

to view this celebratory parade where locals dressed in period medieval costumes to welcome the coming
holidays and traditional Christmas Markets. Every year the event takes place iff theriti, on the 11day at

11 minutes after the hour.

In the afternoon we visited the classic Rhineland wine village of Rudesheim which, like Mainz, was extens
damaged during World War Il but rebuilt in medieval style. We visited one house that survived destruction
eventually became Siegfriedés Mechanical Musi cal
musical instruments which varied from tiny canary jewelry boxes to calliopes. After enjoying worki
demonstrations of several examples, we strolled into the old town (Drosselgasse) crammed with taverns an
cellars. We went into the Rudesheim Schloss Hotel to enjoy their famous coffee made with sugar, brand

whipped cream before returning to the ship.
Doc Rog

RHINE GORGE & KOBLENZ- This morning we entered the Rhine Gorge which is a beautiful stretch of t
Rhine River and dotted every mile with castles looking down on us from the crests and hills lining waterfront
passed. Several were restored or well preserved and brought to mind visions of medieval knights and ¢
During this segment of our river journey we also passed the mythical rock of Lorelei which, according to leg
sprung songs from beauties luring enchanted sailors to their doom.

As we proceeded, we eventually reached Koblenz, a 2,000 year old town strategically located at the conflue
the Rhine and Moselle Rivers. The junction of these two rivers is marked by a 45 foot statue of Kaiser Wilhe
who had promoted the wunification of the individu
with its Romanesque architecture. Lying just north of the church, the House of Teutonic Knights has a coul
where outdoor concerts and operas are performed. Moving into the old town center we found picturesque |

outdoor markets and quaint shops.
Doc Rog
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